
BP& Hills 
Steven J. Helmers 625 Ninth Street = P.O. Box 1400 
General Counsel & Rapid City, SD 57709-1400 
Corporate Secretary Telephone: (605) 721-2303 

June 18,2004 
FAX: (605) 721 -2550 

Ms. Pamela Bonrud 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
Capitol Building, First Floor 
500 E. Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 -5070 

Re: In the Matter of the Complaint Filed by Superior Renewable Energy 
LLC, et al., Against Montana Dakota Utilities Co. Regarding the Java Wind 
Project; Docket No. EL04-016 

Dear Ms. Bonrud: 

Enclosed for filing are the original and ten copies of Black Hills Power's Petition 
to Intervene in the above entitled matter. A copy has been sent to opposing 
counsel as indicated on the Certificate of Service. 

Please call me if you have any questions. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

BLACK HILLS CORPORATION 
R n 

Steven J. Helmers 
SJH:skh 
Enclosure 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
JLrN 2 1 2004 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT FILED BY 
SUPERIOR RENEWABLE ENERGY LLC, ET AL. 

) FAX Receiv 
1 

AGAINST MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. ) Docket No. EL04-016 
REGARDING THE JAVA WIND PROJECT 1 

PETITION TO INTERVENE 
OF 

BLACK HILLS POWER, INC. 

Blaclc Hills Power, h c .  ("Blaclc Hills") hereby petitions to intervene as a party to tlis 

matter, p~~rsuant to ARSD 20:10:01:15.02. Blaclc Hills represents that the grant of its Petition 

will not prejudice any of the parties to tlis proceeding, and that it will not result in any delays in 

the matter. 

In its  omp plaint, Superior Energy LLC ("Superior") has asked the Commission to 

resolve a dispute it has wit11 Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. ("MDU") with respect to negotiation 

of a long-tern electric power pmchase agreement for purchase by MDU of electricity to be 

prod~~ced by Superior pursuant to the Public Utility Regulatory Policy Act of 1978 ("PURPA"), 

for a facility in Walwortll Co~u~ty,  South Dakota. Superior alleges that the Complaint was filed 

to provide Coiml~issioil guidance in the negotiations of power- purchase agreements between an 

electric utility and a Qualifying Facility ("QF") under PURPA. 

In support of this Petition, Blaclc Hills states that, wlile Superior's facility location is 

noted in the Complaint to be within the assigned service teiritory of MDU, Colmnission 

coixideration of avoided cost calculatioils for a QF in the matter may affect the handling of 

similar matters for other electric coinpailies, such as Blaclc Hills, operation in the State of South 

Dakota, and therefore, Blaclc Hills and its custoiners may be affected by the issues raised in t h s  



proceeding and the o~itcorne of the proceeding. Black Hills wishes to intervene in order to be 

apprised of such issues of policy and to participate as necessary in their determination. Black 

Hills' interests in the proceeding are ~urique and cannot be fidly and adequately represented by 

the existing parties. 

WHEREFORE, Black Hills respectfidly req~iests that the Coirnnissioil grants its Petition 

and allow it to intervene and be granted status of a party to tlis proceeding. 

Dated at Rapid City, So~~t l l  Dakota, this 1 8t" day of Jume, 2004. 

BLACK HILLS CORPORATION 

Senior Vice President and General Co~nsel 
625 Ninth Street 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
Phone: (605) 72 1-2303 
Fax: (605) 721-2550 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The ~mdersigned hereby certifies that an original and ten copies of tlis Petition to 
Intesvene have been served by United States Postal Service first class mail, postage prepaid to 
Pamela Boimd, Exec~ltive Director, S.D. P~iblic Utilities Colmission, 500 East Capitol, Pierre, 
SD 57501, and that a true and coi-rect copy of tlgs Petition to Intervene was sesved by United 
States Postal Service first class mail, postage prepaid to the following parties to tltis proceeding 
this 18"' day of July, 2004: 

Alan D. Dietrich 
Nortl~westein Coi-poration 
125 S. Dakota Avenue, Suite 1100 
Sio~ur Falls, So~lth Daltota 57 104 

Karen Crenler 
S.D. P~iblic Utilities Coirnnission 
500 East Capitol 
Piel-re, South Daltota 5750 1 

Mark V. Meierhenry 
Dansfortl~, Meierhemy & Meierl~eiu-y, LLP 
3 1 5 S . Pldlips Avenue 
Sioux Falls, Souit11 Daltota 57104 

Suzan M. Stewart 
MidAmerican Energy Company 
401 Douglas Street 
Sio~ur City, Iowa 5 1 102 



M. Bradford Moody Brett M. Koenecke 
James Thoinpson May, Adam, Gerdes & Thoinpson 
Watt, Beckworth & Thompson LLP P.O. Box 160 
10 10 Lamar, Suite 1600 Pierre, South Dakota 57501 
Houston, Texas 77002 

Douglas S cli~tltz 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
9 1 8 E. Divide Aven~le 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58506 




